
The past three months have been extremely
busy, not least because of the effects of
Hurricane Stan at the beginning of October,
but we are pleased with the progress that
has been made:

The Centro Infantil Bellota (ÔAcorn
Childcare CentreÕ) is now fully registered
as a non-profi t  associat ion in
Que tza l t enango ,  Gua tema la .

We have a great building for the Centre
that, with the help of volunteers, has
been scrubbed clean, painted, and is
gradually being furnished.
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We are awaiting an inspection of the building
and approval from the Ministerio de Salud
(Ministry of Health), which will complete the
process of legalisation as a childcare centre.

We are hoping to appoint and train staff
(another childcare worker and a cook) and
to secure sufficient long-term volunteer
support to ensure that children receive all
the care and attention that they need.

We have been writing policies and developing
the ethos and philosophy of the Centre.  We
have made contact with several other local
organisations involved in childcare and
education, and have talked with them about
their experiences.

PROGRESS OVER THE PAST
THREE MONTHS

We have also
b e e n  d o i n g
what we can to
support those
w h o  l o s t
homes, jobs
a n d  e v e n
members o f
their family in
the wake of
Hurricane Stan.

We hope to enrol 10 children into the Centre to
begin with, and to gradually increase this number
over the first year, once we have the resources
to do so. If all goes smoothly, we will have the
Centre up and running by March 2006.

LOOKING AHEAD
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If you have any comments or suggestions about this bulletin, or would like to contact us on another matter,
please contact our secretary using the contact details on the back page.Ê

The  Acorn Childcare Centre

After walking the streets of Quetzaltenango
for several days and researching many
options, we finally found a building that we
really liked. The location is very central,
making it easily accessible to working
mothers. The rooms are large and open,
allowing easy access between one area
and the next. The building is well-kept with
attractive stone work and plenty of natural
light. The only problem was that it was a bit
beyond our budget. We made our case to
the owner and her agent, and they reduced
the init ial asking rent by 40% to
accommodate us.  We drew up a contract
together and very quickly moved in! With
the support of volunteers from some of the
local language schools we scrubbed the
place clean and painted it. (The building
previously housed the UN human rights
mission in Guatemala, but they didnÕt seem
to have done a lot of dusting.)  To help
volunteers find the house, we stuck an A4
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notice with the name
of the Centre on the
door. With nothing
more than this, we
had a steady stream
of mothers ringing the

bell to enquire about the service we
offered.

The need is clearly there. We still
have many things to put in place
before we can officially open our
doors to children, but we are making
steady progress and are delighted
to have a Centre which we will
eventually welcome them into!




